L4

Lica Blakemore-Brown says horrifying mjustices take place in the name of
Mumchausen syndrome by proxy, illness induced or fabricated in a child.

YOUNG MOTHER took her son for ane of the
routing vaccinatiens of childbeod. That night
he developed & dangerousaly high temperature

and soan afterwards amarted hanging his head. seiling |

and gradually lost &1 of his language. His behawioer
becime erratic, he cowldn't relate to athers and hie
wis dfficult to control. Investgations fodlowed, wihich
led {0 & diagnosts ol Asherger's syndiome, a form of
autksm. Suspecting the vaccination might have boan
the cause, although nothing could be provel, the
molher decided nat to have her pext three children
varsinated,

As time went on, she kept pestering the soclsl
services department for respile cire, GeCmuss she
Fpumd Lhe eldest boy sa difficult to deal with, She came
t¢ be seen as a DIt of &

False illness in children - or
simply false accusations?

ihe mother. [The purposs, he has suggesied. waa for
ihe mother Lo gain attention for hersell %) He had at
Uset time come across Wo CRESS
He ruade it very, plain that be considered MSHP &
{arm of ckiid sbuse, not & psychiatric disgnosks thal
explaingd the behaviour, And he siressed Chat
tiona should start with the child, regardiess
ol susplcions. So, if & chikd presented with pain in the
stpenach, the gastroenterologist ahoubd be called n. il
an infornt hsd Bresthing probbems. a Oeonaiologlst

- shiould assesa.

But time has passed and the climate that health
and mental heaith professionals work In has
dramatically changed. During the 1980s thase af the
sharp end - GPs, nurses, hegth visiors, sacial workers
__ psychalogists, cic - began

puisance 1 was suigesiad,
dexpite the known disgnasis of
Aoperger's syndrome. thal his
symploms mighi perhaps hive
been induced by the mother
hersell, An expert was called
in and she was accused of
Munchausen syndreme by |
proxy (MSBF) - deliberalely

I have now seen details
of many cases where
children were wrongly
taken from their
famzilies.

finding themssives under
snprmous pressure. The
FEsmlUrCes WEr® mo onger
there, and yel they wete
under pressure Lo produce
results. Parents weie betler
informied and laws wers pul
in place to ensare that they
had the right t¢ demand
whatever thedr child nesded

harming her child. Her o
yourkgest children were taken
Iraan e st faster care and the youngest was taken
frpem the [aster home &2SINEL e mother's wishes 1o
he gacolsated. instandy and tragloadly, U cild’s
wehariour deteriorated i the same way 88 her cidesl
hrotlier's had dans,

The [oster mather had videotapes of the [itle girl's
wehawriour belore and after the vaccinafion. Yel the
younger children ape cven Bow belng pul up Ear
pdopiian.

This is Just ane of many horrifpngly napproprisle
nstances of ‘dingoesis’ with MSBP. For what 1%
suppesed U De @ wery MAME OCCUTTEIE af g specilic
\einel of chilcres abuse - and there 1500 doulbtEng Uhak
geTaine Bases poour - | haoee taw sectl dedalis o many
cgars where children were wrongly talien from tieit
[amilies in the most heartrending ol CrCUMALANCES

Where it all started

For a Jull understanding of what is going on. MSBFP
needs 1o be put n mndext. The torm was aoined by
pasdiatrician Professor Roy Meadow in L8977 when he
deacgibed the syndrome in the Lancet. Two dermdes
befice, physictan Dr Richard Ashes hed mtroduced,
alsa tn e Leneat, the term Munchawsen syndrome
jor peopie who induced dramalic flinesg 10 themeehees,
shaosing the name because Of the fabded German
Hergn Munchausen who fold tall takes. Professor
seandow suggested the term Mumnchausen s me
by proxy to describe the horrifying act of inducing
firess in someone else - almast always M a child by

whikst professianals were told
hat they couwid nos pm'.ri.-:lﬂ It @g 1L WAS (00 eXpensne

Viery matiy professitaals wocked in & climgte of fear:
They feared fhe foss of their jobs if they made
recommendations which cost toa much, al e sams
lerse kmvpwEng Csat 1 was being made sasier fof parenis
in swe them fof neghigence for aol making LROSe
recommendations. There was also the atreds ol
kmovang that, mndamentally, they WERE not deing the
job they had tratred far yeass to do,

Graduslly professionals wert bealng pitted agrinst
parenits. Inoreasingly high prodlie Cases ol cliild abuse
missed by professionals [=d o candemnation of Ty
spcinl services departments, noocent chifdren wese
ppenly sbused withim the fumilles they trusted. [l aent
ggainst the mosi fundamenial pesd of childen - 1o
feed sale vithin the home. The govermment desnanded
hetier detection of ehilld phuse and the 18583 Chilaren
Act shilted the facus fron prevention to proteclion.

Actvone who cared about chidren eould not doulbit
the Lmportance attached to cxpaging abuse, Around
Vhis Hime dramatic stories of cases of satanic shuse
ted (o children being snatched at dawn. thelr parcn £
apeised of abusing them, endy to be fllowed by public
imgquiries. such as the Hpchdale Uy, 1n which sacial
warkers were seversly eriticised for a varety of
methiods which resulted in fakse accwsations of alase.
Spme were accused of putting words mto children’s
mauths. for gross misisterpratation of esents, for
chepsing to use informatisg which suited thelr
argument and beawing aut Informsatian which &id nal
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pauses o assimilate infermation. Combine the

problems faced by the children and the malhers |

depression and you are iporeasing the risk factors for
2 diflelt petatinnship. Bul e must understand thai.
ewen i the best situattons, children with such

traumas andfor inherited neurslogical disarders are
at higher risk for hyperactivity dissrders and

developmental delay in certaln sicliis
Accosations of emotional abuse

The shiell about to desretnd on me porsonally was
that MSSP experts were dismissing Uwese désorders,
inatead accusing mothers of ntentbosal omrtional
abiuse 1o cause their chiddren's dilllcull ehaviour.
Paseibly becowee of Uy association with Allict, T haws
heard melthers described as

contimeum drssrder was totally desmiswed, a5 were Lhe
proiessionals - mysch and A pacdiaisc speoalisd
|mm-n.-]m|nﬁuuh[uhndmetﬁiamﬂ1hrw
problems. Deapite the appalling head iojurmes and
prematurity of the twins, the mother was blamed ko
their behavimer (6 58 entrety. When [ asked how 1
| was that her other two children had developed

nacmibly, [was teld thad they woukl also becoons B
i beins!

Why is this happening?

1 Clsink 1t 5 partly because of the cumment climate of
[ear that cases k= thisn are ofcurting. A child 1=
brought to & GF or pasdiatmtsan with symptoms they
dio ol recognise. Mayte Lhe child is tbscsslional, has
poar social skills, s wery

potenstial mumderers, peobabdy

diTecult to manage, peckips

paychapatng unable to change. l It is a straightforward | ottsiet traine by age four or

1 first becams pwsite of this
dangeroes interpreiation when
| was asked o sce [wing born
ma preanaturely over 10 years

neuropsychological
phenomenon that,

flv¢. The malher MAY &L50
appear Lo be very diffical:
[because there i@ a genetic
component in some of Lhess

previoushy thal e thouwght ; disemidiers and the mather
Iy iz B Thed want 151 when emotion COMES | e midy aliected), So she rings

sudler head H everyane up all of Lthe Ume,
tl;l;rﬂulh B e s in the front door, describing all the wwiul things
trelr survival was pathing seviner |4 wer child dess. demanding
;nrl ol ||1irn|:1.llt||:||,::|- As fﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ!ﬁty gﬂﬁ'ﬂ out action. making threals and,
expecicd, the twins did natl :HIE bﬂ-!:k. undcrstamdakly. gets oo

develep normeally. By e time |

SEaryone®s nerves. Becauss of

saw [hem, the social services
were already imwived and suspicion was being direcled
towards O mother, Because the children elearly had
dilicuitics relating o others, this was regarded as
ariming [rom emotinnal abuse on the mother's part,
raiker than fram (he disorders they were sulfering,
This fmother had soughl help (or the twms’ diffol
and unpredictable belaviour [or many yoars, o oo
avall Now, in lver desperation b0 prove she was ol
Lo he videmed cavertly n har home o 10 be 2aught pew
parenting skills if her own behaviours were o blzme.
Alter teeing o QED programme (n which the Pareni
Child Game was featured, & means of improving
parent-child inleractions being used al the Maudsley
Hospétal at the Lime, she even contacted the Maudsley
far help, bigt the hospital had been Inondated with
Far gupport for their children and the Farent
Child Game programoe was closed shorily afierwarnds
anywsy. The Dwins' mother &k, bowewer, redére a
very helpful letter sugfesting investigalion info
hyperactiwity disceders. But the [bezl services
inkerpreted her conseet with  (he hospital as just
anddhier attention-seeling criteron lor MSHE
Iuﬂylnﬂdmumﬁu:ﬂmm:lmuﬂ Che
temperalure between locm services and the mother
clearly pose. At one point the mother threalened Lo
sue o 1L wan jound that the socdal services Bad missad
fhe real reasea for her children’s behaviour. In the
e one of her iwing was faken into care and she
[ensghl puasionately to gel er back. Linforiunaicly all
Eke nutnrad insfinets of 2 mother depeived of ber young
were interpreded as lmpulsivity and bordesline
behaviour, She wan accused of MSBP and eveniually
kost all Tour af ter children, the younger ten of whats
were perlectly normal,

ga the evtdence of a typiead history of 3 chifld with |

the lapestry of developmental disorders. threaded
through with ADHD &l cosxisting with an antistc

ears aboul Chedr own position
and abenit poteatial negligence suits, the prolessional
perhaps ceases (0 see cleacly. Can they justify ordenng

ok 1

Perhaps, if they are suare of MSEP, they will Bave
betrd that mothers aften bedl ‘ex&iling or Exagpersied
atortes nnd Uhis parent is more agitated and sxcilatic
than most. Pechaps scencone oo stafl has jist ===n o

me@:mmhutmm}-dmm

| documentary ar read samething about MEEP. [T stems

sense - and, Imtinlly, if's cheaper - Lo [Beas atiention
or ke medher instesd of the child. And &0 Che crucial
initiol siage. aseessment of Ut Child by the appropeial=
miedical persnn, & silestepped. Ba health profeicn sl
| calls i enmeane who bas develaped a reputation for
experiise in MSHP, that expert will pot, af course, even
b locking e o disopder in the child.

Afles the case with the twins and theough eonbact
with ather profssionals, | began (o b of many ol b
cased in which chilren fad been taken frem their
mothers. [l samie they were eventually réturmed to
(e adter real causcs had been eaposed, in mast chs
5 treatshle disorder] When a case gefs as [ar a= @
Family Courl, éven If speczalists appear whe iestify in
(lye exisience af an arganic disorder, the expert @
MEEF may easily owerride them The Issue of child
ahuse is, naturally. an emoiisncl one. Bul it =8
stralgntarward meurcpsycholgcal phenomenes thal
wihie s ematian comes o the Font deor, ratlonalty ges
ol thee bacls

Other cases
O child who was removed froan his eother for years
was evenbually petirmed, ol ksl recognsed as sulfesing
from @ rare genetic disorder of the mitochondria
allerting breathing and present (fom binh

In ansthes cage a child who became highly allergie
alter waccinaibon was described a8 ncemall by i expen
in MSBP. He wanted ihe child io be dhallenged B
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5, lo prove Lhis, and sabd that, o e mother

4. he should be taken into care, The child had

.1 subjected to challenges earlier in his life which

it =enl bim ik

hadt beer witnessad ai school and the GF, the schaok

the social services and the tocal peychologist ail
dizsagreed with the M3BF

He shock These reaclions |

sdentily the abuase by exsomining th mather. i cornes
from assessment of the child by an appropriate
experl™

1 wonahd like 8o suggess thiat the Inbernet could aller
g cheap and efficiznt means af flpiing an approprate
expert. whaiever sympioins are prescnted, Sa, 1 a chisd
k= hroasghi o 8 Surgery ar

diagnosis.  The aliergy A - elinic apparently sulfering from
apeclalists In this case wrote I Even If_yﬂ'ﬂ cotnit something which i comaletely
mbout thesir preai concerms and e e R s T | I unfamilir to the doctar and he
thetr inlentlon to report the ﬁﬂﬂdﬂ' there WIHBE MO | cant Nind an appropriate
came to the GMC should o ' 1. e . it sheelit be passibie

challenge go ahead which
oanld kil the child.

In a Feie cases, @ chidd has
bepgun to sail. Ehrow aninums
and head bang after MMR

sympathy, as this can
be another sign of
MSEP.

to inp inioc LChe [nfsrnet,
deseribe the symploms Lo
detall and ask i asiyone else
Tias GOt ACross 2 sandlir cass,
I eoyld Be Lhal SOME00E 10

vaccination (against mumps,
measkes and pubellal, Whilsi in some cases the clhikd
may have had sublle signs of aulism prior to the
varctnation. there now appears (o be same evidence
ihat @ race howe] Esorder linked with autism may be
triggered in cerinin vulnerable children, The fimal
irigult o these Samibies i5 1o bigme the mother joc
creating the probiem. with a change of MSEP.

ln yet another case, four puppies died from
strangulation in & family home, The vel
undeistandably concerned, calied an MSGEF
a5 he had heard that If someone almissd thelr ped Lhey
were likely to go on to abuse themr children. The
children were taken into care and the totally shocked
mcther found Dersell facmg (he charge of strangling
the puppies and of MSHP. Duoring the Court case,
however, the father an ex policernan who had sufisred
Iram & nervoaes breakodown, stood up and admitied to
strangling the dogs. He was alkwed to return bome
with his wife ard chiidren (the iamily has since braben

upd. But il the mother had been found guilty of the |

erigne, the children would have been remiowed and the
mnther Euld she ust adinit (0 the ahse
she wanted trestmert. If she refused, her denial would
e seen as heriher evidence of MSBF and she e bl
b uniikely to get ber children back ?
= | WEwCE thal. i@ Americn, women have faund

themaekves in chalns @ prison and thal cusrently
wpmen are facing U prospect of enforced sterilisabon.
A child was recently remaved [rom A hospital bed s
exbradaled 19 Britein.

in my oplmion, we musl ensire that wery cieas
methods are pul inte place before MSEF L5
srvestigaied to proid lse allegations. Absalulely the
fivun requirement 1s toestablish whether a disarder Is
read ar oot, Stcna Corabg relees b0 this within the Deiphi
project. an Awckiznd-based ausdil of rescarch oriteria
for M3PP. She states: 7IE 15 necessary o frsl elininaie
all soereElse Hes of rse physical [llness so there
will not be & misdagnomis of MSBF with frreversilee
repereuasions’, Meadow states ina Jetier o 4 relerren:
"In the diagradis the essendml step B e differentiatie
between nalural i penuine probiems and artelactial
anes. Doe does nol suggest ctitous discase willout
excluding genuine disease. Therelore e most
impartant step in the diagnosis is in ensuring thal
thie child ks azsessed by a pasdiatric speriallst who s
experiencerd and sklled in the particular disorder
which 15 being aleged. .. Although the methers who
perpetuate this form of abwess may hawe eenain
characteristie features and pegsonakities, ane does net

Tk Tegnaasy, Viwmwe 5 I“-k:lE____'__?I'II-I_'. | @58

fireece has had thres sach
cases amd cuiy eagily advise, Specialists could perhaps
alen use this method to describe unususl SYmpinms
or ca=es At have an urosusl peitern to them.

Reasons for accusing the mother
Anather majar coneesn [ have relates to controwerssEl
profiling of the MSBF mother, wsing particular eriteria.
The wse of prodictive praliks for idendifng abudve
purerts has resulted in “ubscceplably high falss
pasitives and wus @ gisaster” ncoonding o Howit?
Cambridge pacdiatrician D Colin Marley cleary
gutiined ks concerns regasding MSBF in the Archives
af Disemse in Childhood ? He wrote that the erleria. if
Fulflled. wiich Meadow sugpested® warramied the use
ol the term MSBP, are very tigo-apecific and ekl b
migipterpreted. These are: iliness fabricated by the
parent o earer; a child presnted 10 dociors, usually
. the perpetrator finitially] dermylag ceesing
the childs Finess; and Uhe Jiness Clearing up aiter
the child is separated from the perpetratar,

Wariey alss expreased concern aboeut the additiorsal
‘dizgnostic pointers’ sugdested by Scuthall and
Samiael. T Thess tnclkide (nconssient histoes [Tom
diff=rent observers [bul consistency could depend
wpadn how the history was abtzired and whether tie
same guestions were asked in the same way); parenis
being unuswally calm for the severity of iliness [bul
they could be suffering tarer turmsal) and parnenis
filtirgg in contentedly with ward life and attention fram
ataff fbat thiz s commmod in 3 ward where the child (s
well known and the stall are caring and
campassionats).

He stated: [ urge cauiion aboul some of fhe crilera
for this disgmasis asd concern aboul the arcuracy,
sersitivity and ethics of soime ol the technigques being
paed. | urge doelers to take detalled histories and lalk
i the mothers in a caring way abouil Undr CONGEmES.
It Is impartant 1o protect a child whi is being harmed
by his maother. It 12 equally important nod 1o harm the
chikd by falsely sccusing his medber of Munchausen
by presy mng thereby bresiing up the Bmily :

particularty deserng of caution n regard (o MEET
I3 the crilerien that the Wnesss cears up when the
child & away [rom the mother. "Oultome s an

mapect of the epidensiology of & coneison. ™

| i odher words. after the children have been remaored

Iragn @ mother, the “acWl test’ in seen fo be Lhe
improvenent of thesr childres, Bt we have oo robust
evidersoe of putcome as yei. Morley” makes the point
ihal many of the childhood (messss gueh a5 apnoea
wnd vomiting which may lead io o child being tolen
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Inta care usually clesr wp af the end of Lhe first year,
i ithre ehild haed rensained with the mother the condition
wiiisld have cleared up aoywEy. Inatead the fet Dl
i elenred up alter removal [ Ne Mather 15 seen as
prood thad the molher was inducing the Tiness,

in ADHD impulsire and hyperactive behavbolios

abate as the child grows, partioularly in girls, to the
exteni thal we osed fo helieve

 other The mather (B the presnalure (WiNS Case was
acrused of (abricarng & story abowt & nefghbour's baby
which had died. (£ was cisiioed that she had ioeended
the e thai the moiher of the infantl rushed

mm:ﬂmtmﬂmmm.m
had already been dead for 12 Bours, Inlo her &rms.
managed 1o gets its head

that 12 mscisted oo e
child approsched afolEscence. I

Lack of motivation is & strong
leature ‘whereas ovesly
impulsive behaviour prevails
pre achonl

it can be difficult, once
children have been taken Do
care, Lo Mind out what has
happened to their liness= and

fear that, once the
we now xnow et & skwRly | 7 tross of an MSBP

caughi between the struts of
a home-mads cod and hanged.
The mother, when she ourd
the child tn the morning,
rukhed screaming with it in

Ifmg?msis FHIE b-E.'.E'H _ I her arms inte the sireeti,
placed on a woman's
S}[ﬂﬂ!dﬂﬁr '.l.t ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂf_’ bE gthers, and the child was

mnnﬂ.-z*d_.

callisg lor help. The (wins'
mother man sul, &5 & many

Uit imslo fer armes, and then
ather wamen's. arms in the
lope Lhey covudd resusciiabe it

behavicure. ln oné CasE. O

As the woman hysierically

[P0t et undarpning an acrimonsous divoree, alter she | sefused o belicve il could be dead,

[ her husband had besn unfwithdul to hor, was
aceused of MSEP as a lactic by ber husbans's lawyes,
so that the husband could galn eustody of the chid
Her husband, it emergied, was anly too willing 10 58y
Ehat his child ‘was no longer ] onte away Tom his
rmodher, In foct, he remained e Same as he hasd boen
previsusly, In another weld publicised casea child died
of the undetecied diporder whilst lids parcnts were
away froen him in custody socusad of MESP.
*Child pormal”

Thie eriteria some sxperls wie to determine carlenime,
ofce molher and child are parted, |8 unaccaptably
vagae For instance. inone case, the MSEP expen
juest stated “child normal”, So the massive cliorts that
were imvolved in stourlng fies af mothers and children
stop. ihe huge magnifring glass placed over Lhe Dumily
tefinre the children wese taken 15 suddenly removed.
the ex¢liement is gone, ami sf unsabslantiated
cormment of “child normal” 15 suilicient o satisly the
eyiterinn of the (lness clearing up when mcther snsd
child are separated.

Meadow's origgnal criteria for MSBP bove now beern
added 1o quite considerably and there 5 oo consens e
ahowd them The Deiphi projecl. in eedback o (LS
guestionnaire answered by inicrnational MSOF
experts. found wide dsagreemend cven abaul e basic
research criteria fisted o CSMIV |mcaning the four
criteria cllered have not yet been validated as
diagnostic eriterla). These lour were: the intenlianal
felgning or preduction of physical or pspchological
symapiormns inoanolber peracn; the malvaion or the
mebaviour by the perpetrator being to Assume the sick
rode by prosy; noexberpal ioentives for the behaviour
and the bebiaviour nod better accounted for by anather
mental discrder. Only the firet of these was generally
afireed 10,

Other “pointers’ suggested by some include
tendency b6 compiain. run away, approach lnwyces or
the mitd'a. Even i you commit sulzide there will Be o
sympalibv &5 this can be ancther sign ol MSEP.

| am persanally conesrned about the way In which
ewen Lhe goe reseasch criterion for MSEF for which
ahese s moel consensus can be used, The dea af
‘Eahrieating of inducing the problem ceralnly covens
oGl posssatbes and ensures that, 'a worsan Ganmol
be accused of the enr, then she cad be accused af the

When fhis was [ound 0 be a brue siory, & was
claimed by the bwins” mother's aciasers that she had
killed i Fostunately the Corcosr's sdfice wag able 0
gonfiem that Lhe baby kad beern desd fr 132 hours
and the jutge threw the accusation oul. Bul when
el infwmation s writien down and produced (o
courl, relevand or not, it soon Bas a1 effect on the

mervos sysicm of any pormal person.
Many of us would run & mile

As e Pressdent of the Medico-Legal Society, His
Honour Arthay Mildan QC., exid (o Professor Mesdoo’

| after hiz talk in 1995, printed In The Theropist in 15936

ol 3, ma 31 "1 find it & most appalling suifect. | am
glad Lhere are chaps like you whe are pripaned 1o da
sarrething about iU | think many of us would fun &
mile 2 prefer ta do samething else™

He 15 righi. we wozld, Froen my i:llll:-ﬂ'i-tn!:'; wh-::

are red with the amazsed detail of MSH

?1::: all -Iﬂr::ﬂ ap n Buge bundies, dismembered
to redeade A sickening stench, with detadls wihich make
the mingd reel. they effectively do run & mile. Falional
thinking deseris them as they strugghe (o understand
how a woman could possibly do swch Lhings Lo hes
ehildren, Resistance sels ., defences po wp and, from
thaz point on., the wamsn ks damined,

But whal il the details are wrong? What i U Sz
il MEBF was based on a fumsur? O on the Dows on
the mother? Whnas if the sxperi who diagnosed a real
disceder harf been genored? Whal if the MSBP experis
nad lelt owl the bits which didn't {id their hypodheais
and jusl kM in those which did, possibly grosely
ermibellished? In the same (el at the Medico-Legal
mackety, Professor Meadow was asied ahoEl he
thecches put forward in Hurting for Lowe, 2 book by
Shreter and Libow, MSAP experis in Amcrica,

He said "I kenow them and (hedr beak and they
actually iovited me Lo write anyibing | wmnied after |
hiad read their mamescyips. and [ did 40, And | was a
kit critical of thelr hypothesis. They just abstracted
ke biks el praised thedr work and left out moy critical
bits from the book. [ bave never bad thal didhe o me
belore"'* Prolessor Mesdow was clearty wpsel thod he
Alionild be misrepresenied. espreially as it becains the
prefare to the book, sold the world over, and he was
| ithe man whe had coined the term MSBEE.

Tre Tremssest, Wiowwe 5, Mo 2 - Sens | 9 ¥ B
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Leleclive evidence

I—'I'IEIHEJ'I.I i wreTy s enormously (hat experts im child
alsiose can choose which infermiatisn (Boy want be leeve
tn and which they wani 0 take ol as 1Be Rochdale
Inguiry Judge exposed. In ane case. 15 wilhesscs
speaking In [ovowur of an aocused woman wioro S6me
of the 'left out’ b§ls. In ancther, the focl thet & child
wha was found (0 hove ingested prescriplion
medicatan e been with hes peychiaarically disturbead
Ararudmother when he became drowsy, was missead oot
anid the mother was a0l of adnkinig polsen’
to-hizm - = deliherately emotive word Iin Reell

| femr that aree the allwsirocss of the diagnosts of
MSEF has beeny plared on the shmslders of 2 woman
€ canned be resnoved, All exdt rowies are hipcked and
wamen flind that. deapiie our so called democracy, thetr
democratic dghts are curtailed. They are 1 4 terrihle
Cateh 22 sifustfon. Denial i= a pivglal [Erore (o MSED
wn [ they ey shiiee. this moy add o suspicions. [IF
they beeeome &ngry that thelr chisd's real clsorder has
been missed. this may b clalmed &s another pointer
io MSEBP. I they decide to soek an altermslive aplaios
they will be acrused of “doctor sbapping, anothes
passinle podnter for MSBP. 1 in absclsle despersibon.
ithey wriie jefiers of complaint or approach lawyes.
ths: iy in Btigation’ procathare i pel amotiher poinder.
Daring ls approach the medis s seen as a ch=ar sign
of MSAP. IT they Bee 0 another country, this s o very
besl =g, and Chey will be Eracied down and extradiled
il possible or the systems in Lhal couniry raphdly
Imfcrmed about this ‘dangerous’ permon.

Some women whe bave hed their children relurmed
have found themseiwes silenoed by injunociicns. none
cass & child had & mare breathing disorder but the
motleer was accused of MSHP and all three af her
ehildien werv taken énto core At the Appeal Courd
she wad winiditaled and st pasdiatricians backsd ap
[he disgnosis al dhe bresthing discerder, Her chibdren
were retarned bot she apd hex eniire Bmdly v had
Imjuncisons wpon twim 1o stop ber epeaking in
the media. She was told by e judge hal shi ol
spend seven years in prison (U she apoke aboud her
sRperience

The tlassic witchhom B with us again. If you drown
wond are imsoeent byt Il you fleat you are 2 witch and
Wwill B¢ burped ot the stake. Wamen are heing
demaralised ard denifraled, dEMONISED and damed,
| am appalied ot the contral wikiel is Drsataning basic
human [resdoms and (he extirsordinandly mhumane
treatment of women once thiy are sccossd ol this
AlSOrier,

The court fiasco

Crimirsal | ings are apted lor “in mosd 1 pod all
cases of MSAY abase ™ I ondy we had goch a ght
syilem [or mass murderéers, paedophiles.. serial
rapisis drupg puskhers, stalkers and Caodslers. i
seemE that resources o relation oo M5B0 are
unlimiicd. Each case can lnvaolve namerous
prafersinals - ofie woman [oesd 37 when she went to
pick up her chiild i bospital.  The court costs are
beeathitaking jthe onc in which 1 was mvalved oot
over & guarter of & mifllcn bul there were B
recoisross when the mather asked for help when the
twins wese |Hikes) and the smaunt of paperwork is
PSRRI

IL =eermes (e more paperwork which cun be cresled
the miore likely that we will assaane guill, | edlen
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wander whether i all BCis regd, Let’s [sce it
professsmals do oot hawy the time, 'we dre overloaded
and vverworked, M we are faced wilh Lhousarsds of
shets of paper and & convinclng sqgument lrom an
M3EF expert, & i not just & Uik BiL possble thal we
might nol read every delail, (inding curseivex
overati=imed. and take the bne of l=ast resistancs
agreement? What happens (o those who dare nol i
agres onee the mechinery 1s ralling? They apes [Bely to
b erdigned o dlismisssd @l of hasd, al the very leal
I ousr ressoning aiflected By WErbE slooes o alhass
apparently undedaken by Hhie ascusel, conlfused lay
masses ol delmdl aoul e ¢ urgument, under
pres=mare to conform to the thinking, we are
{aced with the peoapect of poassibly leaving a child In
an sbusive situation, mesi of ws would opt for
removing the children

It 1s interesiing to reflect an the similanty betwesn
MEEP procedires and the efscts which excitabhle
mifhers are aoryised of creating @0 mesf an apparend
ifdEHyIag Dot ot artemlion. Onee Che [Grst gassamer
breath of & whisper of M3E8F has been ultered, our
systcmes cin rapidly drw (ageiher many people
inchading the police over lwere or e FEI in Armvenics,
vasl amnints of maberial and, In cases al covert
Gurveliance, cameTas, ringng bells, dashing nunses
Al police cars with flashing Eghits. A recent Primeiime
My Yirk [Movesmber 18957] pave us o flavour of the
behing the stenies activicy, If | didnT hawe such
concerns about the wee of ihe MSEF label # would
make me wonder il some of those who desggned the
procedures didn'l hawe il Ondy jokingl

[n my wack with people will impulse disorders,
obsessions aod probdems of empathy. | expec] 4 (oo
riext they will have 3 fxscination r ceraln oypes of
atimull, and ueed need this o trigger their sluggsh
pEurcirunsmigsion system. Omechilld | saw woukd run
afler ammbnilances and be alrendy knew gl age 19 ihat
he wanted 1o work i an emergency ward when be le
achoal. Ansdiver was fascinmed by police cars anad
erded up being arrested for gelting in one and looking
arcund. Anotber lzapt Inte o bullder's 2kip afer doge
chased him and todd his mam that if wag the mogt
"exriting night' af his Tiel

| would urge esubion belure making asswompLions
abaut the ‘personalities’ of women (rom the style in
which they talk aboul their ciilldrens problors., @ may
well be that some. sulfeming from & mild Bem off their
children's discrder themseives, have to belE 3 dramabic
story in oeder €0 pul thels polnt across. as thelr
fl]EI'IJ tlee processing prevents  Lhem {rom
pommunicating effectively in any odher way. In the
ese Of GlPeers iRy modlers Mol andiows when with
prodesssonals and may [eel they Bave o make their
case strengly, In desperation for help for thelr dhild,
What now?
| hawe mised many ssues of concem, Could | malee =
pica for openness. horesty and balance in the
diagnosis of MSBFT | Delieve Uhal apeciabiats in
particular disorders. M3BF cxperiz. lnwyers and
paliticians need 1o et (ogether and (hrash thaough
e pssues properly, 0 see exaclly where ermor has
eccured and bow 0 move fprward and put things
vight, | wrcdn bo Frincess Diams sboul (Al and ey
bl f0 emvbark on discuzsions willi ber when albe
tragically died. Unle== some equally powerfisd nilwercd
g brought eo beag, | fear oc (e ftures ol wrongly
accused molhers and their vitloemable children, 8
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